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• State Archives
• American History Library
• Museum
• 11 Historic Sites
• Education Services
• Local History partnership
• WHS Press
• State Historic         

Preservation Office
• Foundation



PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Partnership program
• National Park Service
• State Historic Preservation Office
• Local governments

• Villages
• Cities
• Counties

C E R T I F I E D  
L O C A L  
G O V E R N M E N T



National Park Service has standards 
for communities to be certified:

1. Adopt a local ordinance
2. Establish a HP Commission
3. Enforce state/local HP laws
4. Maintain system of survey and 

inventory
5. Provide for public participation

C E R T I F I E D  
L O C A L  
G O V E R N M E N T

Black River Falls – CLG since 2018

PROGRAM OVERVIEW



NPS allows states to further define 
program requirement. Wisconsin adds 
these requirements to be certified:

1. Ordinance must regulate properties
2. File annual reports to SHPO
3. Share agendas, minutes with SHPO
4. No “opt-out” provision
5. Must not require owner consent
6. Commission must be quasi-judicial, 

and not advisory

C E R T I F I E D  
L O C A L  
G O V E R N M E N T

Cedarburg – CLG since 1986 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW



Benefits of being a CLG

• Grant funding

C E R T I F I E D  
L O C A L  
G O V E R N M E N T

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

De Pere – CLG since 2000
Steckart and Falck Double Block



Benefits of being a CLG

• Grant funding
• Access to expertise

C E R T I F I E D  
L O C A L  
G O V E R N M E N T

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Daviswood Ranch Homes Historic District, De Pere



Benefits of being a CLG

• Grant funding
• Access to expertise
• Monitoring of HPC activity 

C E R T I F I E D  
L O C A L  
G O V E R N M E N T

N. Broadway St. Historic District, De Pere

PROGRAM OVERVIEW



Benefits of being a CLG

• Grant funding
• Access to expertise
• Monitoring of HPC activity 
• Review of NRHP nominations 

C E R T I F I E D  
L O C A L  
G O V E R N M E N T

N. Michigan – N. Superior St. Historic District

PROGRAM OVERVIEW



DE PERE PROPERTIES ELIGIBLE FOR TAX CREDITS

11 Individual properties
- Main Hall (St. Norbert College)
- C. A. Lawton Co. (233 N. Broadway)
- De Pere Public Library (380 Main Ave.)
- Union House Hotel (200 N. Broadway)
- Steckart and Falck Bldg. (112-118 N. 

Broadway)
- Baeten Building (620 George St.)
- Krause Building (106 S Broadway)
- Gretzinger House (922 N. Broadway)
- Nicolet High School
- Gutknecht House (603 S Michigan St.)
- Heyrman House (403 S. Michigan St.)

291 properties in 9 Historic Districts
- North Broadway St. HD
- De Pere Lock and Dam HD
- N. Michigan – N. Superior St. HD
- Randall Ave. HD
- S. Broadway HD
- Main Ave. HD
- St. Norbert College HD
- Mansion St. WWII Defense Housing HD
- Daviswood Ranch Homes HD

De Pere properties in WI Historic Property Database
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What is a tax credit

• A tax credit differs from a tax deduction. 
A tax deduction lowers the amount of 
income subject to taxation. 

• A tax credit lowers the amount of tax 
owed. A dollar of tax credit reduces the 
amount of income tax owed by one 
dollar.



25% Homeowner

20% & 20% Income-Producing
20% credit for eligible rehabilitation costs on State 
income tax, 20% of eligible rehabilitation costs on 
Federal income tax

25% credit of eligible rehabilitation costs on State 
Income taxes

RA Roy Residence

Steckart & Falck Double Block



Homeowner 

www.wisconsinhistory.org

Must be a certified historic structure…

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/


Must be a certified historic structure…

Other questions about eligibility?  
Contact:  Ian Gort, 608-264-6502, 
ian.gort@wisconsinhistory.org

Income-Producing 



Historic Preservation
Tax Credit:

Income-Producing 
Buildings

 20% Federal Income Tax Credit for 
Historic Properties

Historic Preservation
Tax Credit:

Income-Producing 
Buildings

AND/OR

 20% State Income Tax credit for 
Historic Properties ($3.5 mil cap 
per parcel)

Van Gemert Marble Works



Eligible project expenditures must meet minimum 
financial requirement…

Income-Producing 

$5,000 or Adjusted basis value, whichever is greater 

Purchase price – value of land (at the time of purchase) + 
improvements - depreciation

Eligible expenses = $50,000 or greater

Federal financial requirement:

Wisconsin financial requirement:



Income-Producing 

Yes
 Anything to do with 

the historic building
 A & E Fees
 Consultant Fees

No
 New Construction
 Landscaping
 Parking Lots
 Moveable 

Equipment or 
Furniture specific 
to new use

But all work will need to 
be reviewed!!

Qualified Rehabilitation Expenses…



Income-Producing 

Three part application process…

wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS3215



Income-Producing 

STATE ONLY!!!!!!



Three part application process…

Income-Producing 

Part 1
Statement of Significance

Part 2

Part 3

Description of Proposed 
Work

Request for Certification

*SHPO/NPS reviews rehabilitation work – WEDC/IRS handles the tax credits

1. SHPO Site Visit
2. Applicant submits Part 1 and Part 2 to SHPO
3. SHPO Review
4. SHPO forwards copy of Part 1 and Part 2 with 

recommendations to NPS (if applicable)
• Also, forwards project information to WEDC

• WEDC will contact applicant to start State HTC award 
process

5. NPS reviews and assigns conditions to help project meet 
SOI Standards

6. Applicants carries out proposed work 
• File amendments for change in scope of work or to provide 

additional information requested from project conditions 
established by NPS/SHPO

7. When all work is complete, applicant submits Part 3 form to 
SHPO

8. SHPO reviews, forwards recommendation for approval to 
NPS

9. NPS reviews and approves!



Income-Producing 

Research/Planning       TBD

Review time                  SHPO 30 days
NPS 30-60 days

Cost of Rehabilitation Fee
$0 - $79,000 $0
$80,000 - $3,849,999 $845 + 0.15%
$3,850,000 or more $6,500



Income-Producing 

Case Study:  John Baeten Store Building
620 George St, De Pere

ORIGINAL CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1903
ORIGINAL USE: Retail

DATE OF REHABILITATION: 2016

QRE”S: $110,000
20% TAX CREDIT REWARD: $22,000



Homeowner 

Historic Preservation
Tax Credit:

Income-Producing 
Buildings

 25% State Income Tax Credit

Historic Preservation
Tax Credit:

Homeowner 
Program

Charles Scott House

George W Martin House



Eligible project expenditures must meet minimum 
financial requirement…

Homeowner 

$10,000 per open applicationMinimum Eligible Cost:

Can have multiple applications 
open at once



Homeowner 

Eligible Costs…

 Exterior Painting
 Masonry Repair/Tuckpointing
 Siding Repair

 Window Repair/Replacement
 Porch Rehabilitation
 Roof/Gutters



Homeowner 

Ineligible Costs…



Homeowner 

Three part application process…

wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS3215



Homeowner 

Three part application process…
1. Homeowner submits a Part 1 and 

Part 2 form
2. SHPO reviews proposed work
3. Homeowner carries out proposed 

work
4. When work is complete, 

homeowner submits a Part 3



Homeowner 

Research/Planning       TBD

Review time                  SHPO 30 days

No review fees



Homeowner 

Case Study: Dr. F.C. Elliot House
Waukesha

Work included:
-Painting exterior
-Chimney repair/tuckpointing
-HVAC fixes



Historic Preservation
Tax Credit:
Income-

Producing 
Buildings

Historic Preservation:
Best Practices

Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards 

for Rehabilitation

**Retain historic identity and integrity



SOI Standards for Rehabilitation

Standard 2
The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved.  The 
removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that 
characterize a property shall be avoided



SOI Standards for Rehabilitation

Standard 3
Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and 
use.  Changes that create a false sense of historical development shall not 
be undertaken.



SOI Standards for Rehabilitation

Standard 5
Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a historic property shall be preserved.



SOI Standards for Rehabilitation

Standard 6
Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced.  Where 
severity of deterioration requires replacement of distinctive feature, the 
new feature shall match old in design, color, texture, and other visual 
qualities and, where possible, materials.  Replacement of missing features 
shall be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence.



SOI Standards for Rehabilitation

Standard 9 & 10

New additions, exterior alterations, 
or related new construction shall 
not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property.  The new 
work shall be differentiated from 
the old.

New additions […] shall be undertaken 
in such a manner that if removed in 
the future, the essential form and 
integrity of the historic property and 
its environment would be unimpaired.



SOI Standards for Rehabilitation

nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve

Wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article.CS15265



Paul Porter
Tax Credit Reviewer – Eastern District
608-264-6491
Paul.porter@wisconsinhistory.org

Jason Tish
Certified Local Government & Preservation 
Education Coordinator
608-264-6512
Jason.tish@wisconsinhistory.org

Thank you!
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