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City History

A Rich and Colorful Heritage

In 1634, a mere 14 years after the pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, Jean Nicolet ended

his 1,000 mile canoe voyage from Montreal to Red Banks. After being welcomed there by

a tribe of Winnebago Indians, he proceeded up the river about six miles where he encountered
a rocky shallow rapids. Nicolet disembarked on the soil that would be named De Pere.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS

CITY HALL

COMMUNITY CENTE

FIRE STATION 1

FIRE STATION 2

LIBRARY.......... .
MUNICIPAL SERVICES CENTER...

TREMPELEAU ST....... F16
TROTTER CT.
TULLIG PL
TURTLE DOVE T
TWILIGHT DR...
SOUTHERN STAR LN... TYLER LN
SPOONER CT................ U
SPRUCE ST.......... URBANDALE AVv..........
ST ANTHONY DR. \'%
ST JOSEPHS ST.. VENTURE AV...............
VERONICA LN

BOMIER BOAT

BRAISHER .
BROWN COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS...
CARNEY........ccooevene

DE PERE ICE ARENA.

City of De Pere

REVERE TR
RHODES CT..
RICHCO CT....
RIDGEWAY BLV

De Pere can trace its name and origin to the Jesuit Father Claude Allouez, who established
the historic mission of St. Francis Xavier at the foot of the rapids only 36 years after Nicolet
passed over them. For almost 20 years, from 1670 until 1687, the mission was a religious
outpost and fur trading way station. In 1673, Marquette and Joliet stopped at this mission
for three days on their historic Journey of Discovery to find the Mississippi River.
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Upon their return, Marquette spent the winter of 1674 here. One of the then oldest and most
valuable historic relics in the United States, a silver ostensorium, was presented to the Mission
of St. Francis Xavier by Nicolas Perrot in 1686. It can now be seen at the Neville Public
Museum. A year later, the mission was burned by the Indians and never reestablished. From
then on the spectacular stretch of foaming water was known as "Les Rapides Des Peres," The
Rapids of our Fathers.

Early Settlement

The beginning of modern De Pere dates from 1829 when William Dickinson, the founder of
De Pere, foresaw the site's water power potential and organized the De Pere Manufacturing
Company. A dam was built in 1849 and gave De Pere tremendous industrial importance
because of its water power.

Local Government

Between 1837 and 1854, De Pere was the County Seat of Brown County. The county
courthouse was located on the northeast corner of George and Wisconsin Streets and
eventually burned down in 1871. In March 1857, the Village of De Pere was incorporated.
The Village of West De Pere was incorporated in 1870. In 1883, the State Legislature
passed an act incorporating the City of De Pere, comprising what is now the First and
Second Wards, and also an act to incorporate the City of Nicolet (formerly the Village
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petition, changed the name of Nicolet to West De Pere. In 1889 the electors of the two
cities voted to consolidate and in 1890 the two cities were officially merged by the
legislature.

City Area:

12.77 Square Miles; 8,175.31 Acres May 2023
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Numbered Streets BOLLES ST....ooooveie GLENWOOD AV NOBHILL LN................. F-16 RED WING TR.
BOMIER ST .....ccccevvnnnnn GLORY RD......ccoovrreed (@) REID ST...cviiveveieeennee
BRIARWOOD CT GOOD HOPE RD . RENKINS CT. City History
BRIDGE PORT CT ......... GRACE ST ...oooevvveerene REVERE TR.................... A Rich and Colorful Heritage
BRIDGE PORT LN.......... GRANDEUR OAKS CT .N-10 RHODES CT oo, G In 1634, a mere 14 years after the pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, Jean Nicolet ended
BROADWAY ST........... GRANT ST..oocevere F-10 RICHCORD...... - H Parks LIONS TRAILSIDE N-13 Ahfltse;l bizggmvzzlggg@ﬁﬁgg Dan;r;\l:’gna[ﬁ/\a/ﬁ;gezzgf ?gggns, he proceeded up the river
BROADWAY ST (Cont)‘- GREENLEAF (57‘32) ----- J-12 RIDGEWAY BLVD. D-15 o about six miles where he encountered a rocky shallow rapids. Nicolet disembarked on the
BRULE RD..........cc...... H RIDGEWAY DR... WHITE PINE AV - C-15 BICENTENNIAL soil that would be named De Pere.
BRUSS ST.... HARDWOODS CT ........ L-11 RITALN......... SUBURBAN CT %ﬁ? : g: g BOMIER BOAT RAMP ..G-13 _ B _ _
BUILDERS CT..... : EAU CLAIREPL.... HELENA ST..... RIVER AV...... SUBURBANDR.....H9 e ) De pere can trace its name and origin to the Jesuit Father Claude Allouez, who established
'WILD ROSE DR . M-5 the historic mission of St. Francis Xavier at the foot of the rapids only 36 years after Nicolet
BUNKER HILL CT. - EAUPLEINE CT. B HERITAGE RD OLDIVY RD... -.0-7 RIVER TRAIL CT. SUGARPL ....... WILLARD TE E-16 passed over them. For almost 20 years, from 1670 until 1687, the mission was a religious
BURGOYNE CT ............. EDGAR ST.....ccecvevevveeA-12 HICKORY AV................ OLD JANSSEN TR.......... P-10 SULLIVAN LN............... WILLIAM ST E-13 outpost and fur trading way station. In 1673, Marquette and Joliet stopped at this mission
BUTLER ST .....cecvvennnenen ELDERBERRY LN*....N-7  HIGHST.eeeetrrrrererenen. OLD PLANK CT SUMMER RANGE RD... WINNEBAGO ST . E-14 for three days on their historic Journey of Discovery to find the Mississippi River.
‘WISCONSIN ST . F-13
C ELM ST oo . MANDALAY TE ... . OLD PLANK RD SUNKIST CI WIS AV GO Les Rapides De Pere
CAMARILLO CT............ E-17 EMPLOYERS BLVD*.....6 ~ HOCKERSST................ MANITOWISH PL.......... ONTARIO ST.....ccocovenne SUNNYSIDE LN............. v HAR FOX RIVER TRAIL H &F13
CANBERRY CT ENTERPRISE DR ........... MANSION ST ..o OUTWARD AV .............. SUNNYVIEW AV........... F-10 YAHARA CI F-19 GEORGE ............... E-15 Upon their return, Marquette spent the winter of 1674 here. One of the then oldest and most
ALDRIN ST.. - CARDINAL ST. ERICKSON WAY.. MAPLEWOOD CT P SUNRISE CT AL o2 Of . Francis Xavie by Nicolas Ferot n 1686, It can now be seen at the Nevile publc
ALLARD ST......cccoooe. ERIE ST...occooeevrrcrrrnn MARISSA CT.....ccoo0oove PAINT HORSE TR SUPERIOR ST.........c... F-14 PERKOFSKIRAMP .......B-12 st A your ater the miseion was burned by the tociane and nover recetablishod. From
ALOYSIUS CT................ ESTES DR ......ccover MARSH ST....cooeieee PALOMINO CT .............. SWANRD ..ot J-16 JAMES ST. INN then on the spectacular stretch of foaming water was known as “Les Rapides Des Peres,” The
AMERICAN BLVD.....M6¢  CASSST.......... F MARTIN ST ........... PARK ST ............ T JIM MARTIN .... Rapids of our Fathers.
AMERICAN CT ..... CECELIA CT. FAIRVIEW AV .............. B-11 MARTINWOOD CT PARKVIEW RD.............. TALBOT AV .....ccceevvenee C-14 KIWANIS ..o Early Setth .
AMHART DR.. CEDAR ST.... FAYCT....... H-9 MATTHEW DR............... K-8 PATRICK HENRY AV..J-10 TALLADEGA CT .......... 0-2 CITY HALL. E-13 KELLY DANEN arly settiemen
APOLLO WY .. CHARLES ST FIR ST............ E-11 MAXWELL CT ... P-4 PATRIOT WY . TALLADEGA SPDWY ..P-3 LIBRARY.. D-13 LAWTON The beginning of modern De Pere dates from 1829 when William Dickinson, the founder of
ARBOR CT.......... CHERRY LN. FLAMBEAU PL... E-18 INNOVATION CT. . MAYFAIR ST............ .H-14 PAW PAW CT. ..G-19 TANAGER TR .. I-15 POLICE.... LE-13 LEGION ..ot De Pere, foresaw the site's water power potential and organized the De Pere Manufacturing
ARBORVITAE LN FLICKER TR.............. I-15 TIRWIN AV....ooornrrirnnn. MEADOW ROSE LN.....P-6 PAYTONCT ...... .N-4 TEALCT........ ..H-16 POST OFFICE. .E-10 ggcmazzgyéfjt g:/gt;asoﬁl;’f in 1849 and gave De Pere tremendous industrial importance
FORT HOWARD AV.....C-11 J MEADOWVIEW LN ...... 1-8 PECATONICA CT .......... F-19 TENMILE DR.................. G-19 FIRE STATION 1........F-13 power
FORTUNE AV ................ L-7 JACOBS CT.....ccvevv G-12 MELCORN CI.................. PENNINGS AV ............... TERRY LN ....ccoevreirne K-9 FIRESTATION 2.......... F-8 Local Government
FOX CROFT DR... d1-2 JAMES ST. . MEMORY LN. . PERSHING RD .. THOROUGHBRED LN ..I-16 COMMUNITY CENTER-11 s 1837 and 1854, De P he s . c .
WASTEWATER PLANT .B-13 etween an , De Pere was the County Seat of Brown County. The county
FOX POINT CT JAN LN ..o MENEAU DR.................. PIGEON CT....cccceevveeene TRAILSIDE CT............... courthouse was located on the northeast cormer of George and Wisconsin Stréets and
FOX RIDGE CT JONATHAN CT MERRILL ST................... PIKELN ....cooiiiinn SHANNON MARIE CT..O-8 TRAILSIDE LN................ Schools eventually burned down in 1871. In March 1857, the Village of De Pere was incorporated.
FOX RIVER DR... . JORDAN RD MICHIGAN ST.... . PINE ST ....... SHELLEY CT TRAILWOOD DR.... Altamayer Elementary...-13 The Village of West De Pere was incorporated in 1870. In 1883, the State Legislature
FOXVIEW AV ................ K MID VALLEY DR .......... D-8 PLEASANT PL................ SHELLEY LN ................. G-17 TREMPELEAU ST ......... De Pere High School...G-16 passed an act incorporating the City of De Pere, comprising what is now the First and
FRANCO CT....ooove.... KICKAPOO PL MILLENNIUM CT.......... N-13 POCONO CT....cccooeo........ SHETLAND PL............ 15 TROTTERCT ................. De Pere Middle SchoolH-16 Second Wards, and also an act to incorporate the City of Nicolet (formerly the Village
A of West De Pere), what is now the Third and Fourth Wards. In 1887, the legislature, upon
B CORNFLOWER CT FRANKLIN ST. KILLARNY TR... MISSION HEIGHTS RD.J-14 PRAIRIE FLOWER LN...P-6 SILVERCT........... I-14 TULLIG PL Dickinson Elementary.G-14 petition, changed the name of Nicolet to West De Pere. In 1869 the electors of the twh
BALLARD ST................. CORVALLIS CT.. FRIBOURG ST. R KILLRUSHRD... . MOBILE HOME PARK..M-8 PROFITPL................ SILVER MAPLE DR .....N-5 TURTLE DOVE TR. Foxview Intermediate..F-13 cities voted to consolidate and in 1890 the two cities were officially merged by the
BALLINAMORE COUNTY CLARERD....Q-3 FRIENDSHIP LN*.........G-10 KNOLL TE w.coooovoorrrveee MOLLIES WY PROSPECT PL . SILVER ST........... I-14 TWILIGHT DR Heritage Elementary... J-16 NGy  osire.
BALLYVAUGHAN RD .R-3 COUNTRYSIDE DR.......J-9 FRONT ST...... F-13 L MONTEREY TR............. PROSPER ST ......oocooce. SMITS ST........... E-16 TYLER LN ..o Montessori PeSchool.. E-10
BARABOO CI. F&G-18 CREAMERY RD.. FULTON ST ...coovoirrrnne D-14 LANDE ST MONTREAL PL . Q SNOWY OWLCT..........0-3 U Notre Dame Elementarg-14
BARBARA LN.... .G-15 CRESTVIEW LN. G LANDSBOROUGH CT..J-12 MOONGLOW DR QUINNETTE LN............. G-15 SOUTHBRIDGE RD.......N-3 URBANDALE AV .......... C-15 Notre Dame Middle.....F-13
CROSS CREEK CI GALWAY LN ........c........ LANTERN LN................. P-7 MORNING GLORY LN..F-9 R SOUTHERN STAR LN...P-6 \Y
Our Lady of Lades.......
CROSS GATE LN GENEVA ST ...coovvrrnes LAWRENCE DR............. K-6 MORRIS ST.....ccoevrrenen C-13 RAINBOW AV................ SPOONER CT ................. E-17 VENTURE AV ................ St.N orbZrt College This map vas produced uilaing & varey of soutces
CROWN CT........occovmmm. GALWAY LN.. LAWTON PL.... MT OLIVET DR.............. H-14 RANDALL AV... SPRUCE ST VERONICA LN. Syble Hopp ) City Area: icluging GIS cata, Some of whih s under deveopmert
D N REBMAN ST.......ccveuene ST ANTHONY DR VILLA LN.....ccoereirene West De P ereH1 gh 12.40 Square Miles mizei:r?a“n,‘ay"::i ::‘"Iierzr:r:ssa ;rclmsr\i%:'emoc'h::emg
DANENA DR................... NICK LN....ccveieiieiennee. RED CEDAR CT ST BERNARD DR VIRGINIA DR.................. West De Pere Mid &ié"'H_S 7933.8 Acres Information comained i or comprising, e map
BLACK EARTHDR........ DAYTONA SPDWY....... . NICOLET AV.. . RED MAPLERD .. ST FRANCISRD .. VISTA CI Westwood School mH-8 .
BLUEBIRD ST................ DEER POINT LN............ GLEN MEADOWSCI...0-7  LEGIONCT.rccrrerrrreenn. NICOLET PL......cormnnnens RED TAIL GLEN............ ST JOSEPHS ST........... VOELKER ST ..............D-16 ~ DOTRR SRR _ bePpereinteractive Map Adopted: March 5, 2013
http://gis.de-pere.org/PublicDIME/GeoPRIME.html Ordinance 13-08




